
Biographies of Honorary Doctors 
 

Dr Charles Chen Yidan 
 

Dr Charles Chen Yidan, core founder of Tencent, Honorary Chairman of Tencent Charity 

Foundation and founder of the Yidan Prize, is a pioneer of Chinese internet philanthropy who has 

devoted himself to advocating the power of education. 

 

Inspired by his illiterate grandmother, who raised his father to become the very first university 

graduate in the village, Dr Chen believes education is the ultimate driving force for social progress. 

Graduating from Shenzhen University with a bachelor’s degree in Applied Chemistry, Dr Chen went 

on to pursue a master’s degree in Economic Law at the Law School of Nanjing University and a doctoral 

degree in Business Administration at Singapore Management University (SMU).  

 

As one of the core founders of Tencent, Dr Chen oversaw the company’s administration, legal 

matters and human resources through his role as the Chief Administration Officer. Today, Tencent is 

one of the world’s leading technology giants, with its communications and social media services 

connecting over a billion people worldwide. In 2007, Dr Chen established Tencent Charity Foundation, 

making it an inspiration for the internet industry. In 2009, he set up Wuhan College, a non-profit private 

university in mainland China. 

 

Dr Chen believes that education can enhance human wellbeing. In 2016, he donated HK$2.5 

billion to launch the Yidan Prize, a global education accolade that recognises individuals or teams who 

have made outstanding contributions to education.   

 

In 2019, he became a member of the Global Advisory Council of Harvard University and a 

member of the International Advisory Board of SMU. He was also appointed as a Court Member of 

The University of Hong Kong in 2021.  

 

He topped the 13th annual China Charity Ranking in 2016, and was listed first in the Forbes 

China Philanthropy List the following year. In recognition of his enormous contribution to the education 

sector, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University and The Chinese University of Hong Kong conferred 

honorary doctorates in humanities and social science on him in 2017 and 2020, respectively.  

  



 

Professor Ge Zhaoguang 
 

A distinguished professor at the National Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies and the 

Department of History at Fudan University, Professor Ge Zhaoguang is an exemplary scholar who has 

studied the history of Chinese thought with great meticulousness and insight. 

 

Professor Ge studied classical literature at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels, 

engaging in extensive reading in literature, history and philosophy, and consequently establishing a 

solid research foundation. After graduation, he began studying Zen Buddhism from the perspective of 

cultural history. His first book, Zen Buddhism and Chinese Culture, was published in 1986 and was 

awarded the first-ever China Book Prize in 1988. 

 

In 1998, Professor Ge published his magnum opus, A History of Chinese Thought, which 

challenged the conventional historical interpretations and historiographical traditions, thus opening a 

new chapter in the study of history of Chinese thought. Over the years, Professor Ge has tirelessly 

worked on his publications, including A History of Chinese Zen Buddhist Thought: From the 6th to 10th 

Century, Here in ‘China’ I Dwell: Reconstructing Historical Discourses of China for Our Time, and 

What Is China: Territory, Ethnicity, Culture, and History. These internationally acclaimed books 

subsequently won significant awards in the United States, Japan and South Korea after they were 

translated into English, Japanese and Korean. 

 

Professor Ge is also passionate about teaching. From 1984 to 1992, he was an associate 

professor at the Department of History at Yangzhou Normal College (now Yangzhou University). 

Between 1992 and 2006, he was a professor at the School of Humanities of Tsinghua University, and 

subsequently became a visiting scholar and adjunct professor at universities in Belgium, Hong Kong, 

Japan, and the United States. 

 

In 2007, Professor Ge joined Fudan University, where he was the founding director of the 

National Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies. He was later appointed one of the first Princeton 

Global Scholars at Princeton University in 2009 and was a visiting professor there from 2010 to 2013.    

  



 

Dr Zhang Yimou 
 

Dr Zhang Yimou is an internationally acclaimed and award-winning film director. The only 

‘Double Olympic Director’ in the world, Dr Zhang is famous for his unique and well-crafted style in 

demonstrating Chinese cultural heritage to the audience.  

 

Against all odds, Dr Zhang was admitted to the Beijing Film Academy in 1978 and became a 

top student there. Upon graduation, Dr Zhang worked as a photographer at the Guangxi Film Studio. 

With his first project One and Eight, he won the Outstanding Photography category at the Chinese Film 

Awards, marking a remarkable debut in the industry.  

 

In 1988, Dr Zhang made his directorial debut in Red Sorghum and won Best Drama at the 8th 

Golden Rooster Awards, Best Drama at the 11th Hundred Flowers Awards, and the Golden Bear for 

Best Picture at the Berlin International Film Festival. Over the years, Dr Zhang has received numerous 

nominations at the Oscars and other international film festivals. His commercial films, including Hero, 

House of Flying Daggers, Curse of the Golden Flower and The Flowers of War, also gained huge 

success, establishing him as a renowned director.  

 

In 2008, at the opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympic Games, Dr Zhang used an ancient 

Chinese sundial to start the ceremony, which skilfully incorporated mass performances to showcase 

four great inventions from China. Dr Zhang was again appointed as chief director for the opening and 

closing ceremonies at the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics and Winter Paralympics, making him the first 

person in the world to have overseen the ceremonies of two Olympic Games. 

 

In recognition of his significant contribution to movies and visual arts, Dr Zhang was conferred 

honorary doctorates from City University of Hong Kong, The Hong Kong Academy for Performing 

Arts, Yale University and Boston University. In 2018, Dr Zhang won the Jaeger-LeCoultre Glory to the 

Filmmaker award at the Venice International Film Festival, becoming the first Chinese filmmaker to 

receive this honour.   

  



Biographies of Honorary Fellows 
 

Dr Lee Yiu-fai (Yee Kok), MH 
 

Dr Lee Yiu-fai (Yee Kok), Abbot of the Sik Sik Yuen Wong Tai Sin Temple, is dedicated to 

the preaching of Taoism and the promotion of traditional Chinese culture. He has contributed to spiritual 

and religious education for over three decades. 

  

After graduating from the Grantham College of Education in 1960, Dr Lee had a stint in 

teaching at two schools before joining the police force, where he served for 33 years. In 1985, Dr Lee 

became a devout Taoist, and began to participate in voluntary work for Sik Sik Yuen with different 

roles. In 1994, he retired from the police force and devoted his time to the charitable organisation. 

  

In 2006, he was elected Abbot of the Wong Tai Sin Temple and has held this important position 

ever since. A staunch proponent of cultural conservation, Dr Lee has actively promoted the cultural 

values of Wong Tai Sin beliefs and customs in the wider community and is dedicated to passing 

invaluable heritage on to the next generation. 

  

Dr Lee has also taken up dozens of public appointments and voluntary work, including being 

an honorary adviser to the University’s Centre for Religious and Spirituality Education. He has also 

served as a chief adviser to a project undertaken by the Centre, which aims to strengthen core values 

through multimedia learning on local religious buildings. 

  

In 2011, Dr Lee was awarded an honorary degree in Taoism by the World Medicine Institute. 

A keen lifelong learner, he obtained a Master of Arts degree in Chinese Culture from The Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University the following year. In 2016, Dr Lee was awarded the Medal of Honour by the 

HKSAR Government in recognition of his contributions to the community.  

  



 

Dr Ma Kai-yum  
 

Dr Ma Kai-yum, Chairman of Carrianna Group Holdings Company Limited (Carrianna), is a 

quintessential businessman. He has successfully transformed a garment factory into a multinational 

group with diverse businesses. With a great passion for education, he is dedicated to nurturing students 

as responsible citizens with high moral standards and a deep affection for their country.  

 

Along with his elder brother, Dr Ma established his first business in Hong Kong in 1967. Later, 

with a special craving for his hometown cuisine, Dr Ma acquired Carrianna Chiu Chow restaurant and 

started to make his mark in the food industry. In 1991, his company was listed on the Hong Kong Stock 

Exchange and was later renamed Carrianna, further diversifying its profile to property development, 

trading and logistics, and food production. 

 

Dr Ma deeply cares about youngsters’ education, which he believes, is an essential means to 

strengthen the talent pool of our society. Through the Chiu Chow associations he leads, he is fully 

dedicated to the cause, and is eager to see students excel in their studies. He is the Supervisor of Hong 

Kong and Kowloon Chiu Chow Public Association Secondary School, where, under his leadership, 

there has been significant advancement in learning and teaching. The school motto ‘Be virtuous, be 

knowledgeable’ aptly epitomises the diligent and down-to-earth character for which Chiu Chow people 

are renowned.  

 

Dr Ma also advocates the importance of Chinese history education, which he hopes can 

cultivate youngsters’ affection for their family and country. Thanks to his generosity, a scholarship was 

set up to encourage students of The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) to undertake 

exchange activities in mainland China and Belt and Road countries. In appreciation of Dr Ma’s devotion, 

one of the EdUHK lecture theatres has been named after him. In 2004, Dr Ma was named laureate of 

the World Outstanding Chinese Award and was conferred an honorary doctorate by Morrison 

University in the United States.  

  



 

Ms Ng Oi-shum 
 

Ms Ng Oi-shum is the General Manager and Director of Business Development of Parsons 

Music Group, as well as honorary adviser of the UNESCO Centre for Peace. She is dedicated to 

promoting music education and fostering cultural exchange, in addition to spreading the message of 

peace. 

 

Graduating from the Sir Robert Black College of Education in the 1970s, Ms Ng was a teacher 

in primary and secondary schools for over two decades. Concerned about children with learning 

difficulties and special needs, she engages in voluntary work to help pupils with dyslexia overcome 

obstacles and improve their reading and writing skills. 

 

In 2000, Ms Ng switched roles by joining Parsons Music Corporation, where she championed 

the ideal of ‘Music Education for All’ and cultivated talent, while expanding the company’s business 

scope. She has rendered support to her alma mater through the provision of scholarships at The 

Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) since 2011, and is in charge of coordinating Parsons’ 

entrance sponsorship of the Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Music) programme. 

 

Ms Ng is committed to equality in education and has spared no effort in fostering cultural 

exchanges across different regions and ethnic communities through the application of technology. She 

also strives to enhance the quality of music education in areas deprived of resources.  

 

Ms Ng has spearheaded many exchange activities to mainland China, during which EdUHK 

academics, primary and secondary school students have shared their experiences with their peers on 

music culture and creative arts. 

 

Ms Ng also took the lead in establishing the Parsons Volunteer Group, bringing together music 

enthusiasts from all walks of life. She launched the ‘Music in Hospital’ programme to spread loving 

care and the power of music in various hospitals and communities. This has been incorporated as part 

of the University’s co-curricular activities and service-learning courses, enabling EdUHK students to 

contribute to the community through music. 

  



 

Dr Allen Shi Lop-tak, BBS, MH, JP           
  

Dr Allen Shi Lop-tak is a distinguished business leader, widely acclaimed for his determination 

in facing challenges throughout his career. He is also committed to serving the community in various 

capacities.  

  

Dr Shi founded his own printing company, the Brilliant International Group, in 1985, and later 

obtained an Executive Master of Business Administration degree from City University of Hong Kong 

(CityU). By applying his extensive knowledge in modern management, Dr Shi led the company to 

become one of the largest printing and packaging enterprises in southern China. In 2020, he was elected 

President of the Chinese Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong. 

  

Dr Shi’s path to success was not all plain sailing, however. When he was a printing apprentice 

at 16 years old, he experienced a traumatic accident at work. The long recovery process taught him the 

importance of helping others in difficult times, sowing the seeds of his commitment to charity and 

community service. 

  

He has made generous donations to local universities and sponsored grassroots students living 

in the mountain villages in Qinghai, Shanxi and Ningxia to complete their university studies. In 

appreciation of his support, The Education University of Hong Kong named a learning facility the Dr 

and Mrs Allen Shi Lop Tak Lecture Theatre in 2017. 

  

Dr Shi has also served the community by holding key posts in over 80 foundations and 

organisations at different times. Among others, he was a former Chairman of the Board of Directors of 

the Yan Oi Tong, and a Director of the Yan Chai Hospital Board. 

  

In recognition of his contributions, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University named him a 

University Fellow in 2017, and Vocational Training Council and CityU bestowed honorary fellowships 

on him in 2021. 

 

  



 

Mr So Wa-wai, BBS, MH 
 

Mr So is a former athlete, known as the ‘Magic Kid’ in Hong Kong. He earned this nickname 

by repeatedly making history in winning six Paralympic gold medals and breaking multiple world 

records, despite a disability from birth. 

  

Mr So was born with jaundice; a condition that caused permanent brain damage, affecting his 

muscle movement and the use of his limbs, and leaving him with a permanent hearing impairment. Yet 

his passion and talent for running shone through from a young age. In 1994, he was noticed by the two 

coaches who led him to professional training. 

 

He made his Paralympic Games debut in 1996, and subsequently took part in five consecutive 

Paralympics, winning a total of six gold medals, three silver and three bronze, together with many 

personal breakthroughs and world records. He still holds the Paralympic record for the men's 200m in 

the T36 classification. 

 

In 2021, Mr So’s story was adapted into a film, which received many accolades. It helped raise 

public awareness of athletes with disabilities and gain greater support for them. 

  

Mr So’s relentless spirit on the running track won him numerous honours and awards over the 

years, including winning the Hong Kong Sports Stars Awards eight times. In 2005, he was selected as 

one of the Ten Outstanding Young Persons in Hong Kong and awarded the Medal of Honour by the 

HKSAR Government, in recognition of his positive attitude, perseverance and dedication. Three years 

later, he was voted the ‘Star of Stars’ among his fellow athletes. On his retirement as an athlete in 2016, 

he joined the Hong Kong Sports Association for the Physically Disabled and then the Hong Kong 

Paralympic Committee, supporting other athletes with disabilities in different capacities. 

 


